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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: The word voice is 
misspelled "vice" in line 21. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 5-9, 11,12, 16, and 17, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ohta et al. (5,747,715). 

Ohta et al. discloses an apparatus for reproducing a music sound and a voice 
sound, comprising: a first storing section that stores a music data file containing a music 
part and a voice part, the music part containing a sequence of music generation events 
effective to instruct generation of the music sound, the voice part containing voice 
reproduction sequence data composed of a combination of voice reproduction event 
data and duration data, the voice reproduction event data instructing reproduction of a 
sequence of voice events, the duration data specifying a timing of effecting a voice 
event in terms of a duration time measured from another voice event preceding to 
the voice event (Figure 3,; column 3, lines 6-20; column 5, lines 6-31; and column 8, 
lines 9-35); a control section (CPU (1)) that reads out the music data file 
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from the first storing section; and a sound generator section that operates based on the 
music part contained in the read music data file for generating the music sound 
representative of the sequence of the music events, and that operates based on the 
voice part contained in the read music data file for generating the voice sound 
representative of the sequence of the voice events, thereby mixing sound, and 
outputting the music sound and the voice sound (column 3, lines 20-38; and figures 1 , 
6A, and 6B). 

Ohta et al. disclose the apparatus, wherein the voice reproduction sequence data 
contains formant control information for generating formants of the voice sound, and 
the voice reproduction event data contained in the voice part of the read music data file 
instructs reproduction of the formant control information, so that the sound generator 
section operates based on the formant control information which is contained in the 
voice reproduction sequence data and which is specified by the voice reproduction 
event data for generating the voice sound (column 3, line 20 through column 4, line 53). 

Ohta et al. disclose the apparatus, wherein the first storing section stores the 
music data file containing the voice part of a first format type, the sound generator 
section is operable based on the voice part of a second format type for generating the 
voice sound, and the control section detects a format type of the voice part read from 
the first storing section and operates if the detected first formant type of the voice part is 
not compatible with the second format type for converting the read voice part from the 
first format type to the second format type thereby enabling the sound generator section 
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(column 3, line 55 through column 4, line 34; and column 7, lines 13 through column 8, 
line 23). 

Ohta et al. disclose the apparatus, further comprising a second storing section 
that stores dictionary data required for conversion of the format type of the voice part of 
the music data file, so that the control section refers to the dictionary data stored in the 
second storing section for effecting the conversion of the format the of the voice part 
(column 6, lines 4-13; and column 13, lines 15-24). 

Ohta et al. disclose the apparatus, wherein the voice part of the music data file 
contains data specifying a kind of language of the voice part (column 5, lines 33-48). 

Ohta et al. disclose the apparatus, wherein the sound generator section operates 
based on the voice part of the music data file for generating the voice sound 
representative of a human voice (column 3, lines 20-30). 

Ohta et al. disclose a memory medium for storing voice reproduction sequence 
data designed for causing a sound generator device to reproduce a human voice, 
wherein the voice reproduction sequence data has a chunk structure composed of a 
content information chunk containing information for managing the voice reproduction 
sequence data and at least one track chunk containing voice sequence data (column 3, 
lines 55-67; and column 4, line 35 through column 5, line 5); and wherein the voice 
sequence data comprises a sequence of pairs of voice reproduction event data and 
duration data, the voice reproduction event data instructing a voice reproduction event 
of the human voice, the duration data specifying a timing of executing the voice 
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reproduction event in terms of a duration time measured from a preceding voice 
reproduction event (column 7, line 17 through column 8, line 8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohta et 
al. in view of Rabowsky et al. (5,680,512). 

Ohta et al. are discussed above. Ohta et al. do not disclose transmitting the 

data. 

However, Rabowsky et al. disclose an apparatus comprises a storing section 
and a transmitting section, wherein the storing section stores a music data file (figure 1) 
and the transmitting section distributes the stored music data file to the terminal 
apparatus. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the teachings of Rabowsky et al. with the apparatus of Ohta et al. 
because it allows the user to share data over transmission lines; thereby transmitting 
voice and performance or melody to another user. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



6. Claims 3, 4, 10, 13, and 15, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marlon T. Fletcher whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2063. The examiner can normally be reached on M-w, F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on 571-272-1988. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MTF 

06/10/2006 




